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Mr, Marcus Baker,
Secretary U.S. Board on Geographic Names,
Washington, D. C,
Dear Sir:
I would again call attention to the desirability of

substituting the name XKobuk for Kowak»for the river tributary
to Kotzebue Sound in Alaska.,. The name Kowak was apparently
first used by Lieutenant Cantwell in his report on explorations
made ir 1886, Lieutenant Cantwell was the first man to map the
river from personal observations, As a matter of fact, how-
ever; the river was first located approximately by Mr, John
Simpson, Surgeon of H.M.S. Plover in 1850, Simpéon explored
the head of Hothan Inlet and Selawik Lake, He located one
of the delta mouths of this river which he called the Kowuk and
also obtained some information in regard to it from the natives,
A map embodying the results of his geographic results accompanied
his paper which was published as a Parliamentary Paper, Great
Britain, Session February 3, 1852, Vol. L. As far as publica=-
tion goes therefore, the name Kobuk would seem to have precedence.

I ha&e talked with Mr. Townsend of the Fish Commission, who
accompanied Lieutenant Cantwell in his exploration, and he as-

sures me that the river was pronounced Kowuk or Kobuk by the



natives and does not know why Kowak was published in the report.
There is no question whatever about the native ending to the name
~of the river, It is uk and.not ake The middle vowel is some-
times given a b, sometimes a ¥ sound, and sometimes between the two.
Mr. Lopr, Missionary at Cape Prince of Wales, told.me that

some of the natives called it Kobuk and others Kovuk,

In 1898 upwards of a thousand progRbctors visited this

region and as far as I know they all afcepted the native name

4

Kobukéx In thls form the name of thiif1§§:&2?ggappeared on several

“’Q Mw.
maps publisHe prlva'tely.-.

Mr. Mendenhall Whé éxplored and
surveyed the river during the past season, also reports that
the name Kobuk is universally accepted, I have myself made
many inquiries from prospectors and natives of that region and
have never found one who used.the name Kowak and many of them
had no idea :what ' river this name was applied to.

Unless this change to Kobuk is made it will lead to un-
utterable confusion. I would also call attention to the fact
that in a recent map published by the United States Geological
Survey the name of the river appears as Kobuk. (See report on

Coal Resources of Alaska,)
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